April, 2022 Book:

“Seneca Falls Stories - Volume II,”
Abolitionism, Temperance and the Women's Rights Movements
in Mid-19th Century Seneca Falls

by Seneca County Historian Mr. Walter Gable.
This Month we will be discussing the book, "Seneca Falls Stories - Volume II, Abolitionism,

Temperance and the Women's Rights Movements in Mid-19th Century Seneca Falls". by Walter
Gable
An insert from the book:
Seneca Falls - along with neighboring Waterloo - was a hotbed of reforming zeal in the years
preceding the Civil War. This is largely explained in simple terms by the major economic and
transportation developments occurring in this area, the nature of the people living here at that
time, and its being part of the so-called "burned -over district" of the Second Great Awakening.
Transportation Developments:
Developments in transportation contributed directly to the tremendous economic growth that
Seneca Falls and Waterloo area would experience in the years before the Civil War the Genesee
Road went through Seneca Falls. Getting too present -day Seneca Falls was not easy because of
the Montezuma marsh. It was easier to cross the lake that it was to get through the Montezuma
marsh. So, this Genesee Road made use of a ferry

across Cayuga Lake from 1789 until completion of
the Cayuga Lake bridge in 1800. This bridge was
over one mile in length, making it the longest bridge
at that time in the Western Hemisphere. Thousands
of people used this Genesee Road and Cayuga
Lake Bridge to over "west" to what is today Seneca
County, the so-called Genesee region of Western
New York, or even points further west. The nature of
stagecoach travel on this Genesee Road
necessitated to tavern and stables about every ten
miles or so. The Seneca Falls - Waterloo areas,
therefore, had its typical stagecoach stops on this
route.
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